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UPCOMING
MEETINGS:

General Membership
Meeting, Monday,
October 5, 7 p.m.,
Powell CES.

General Membership
Meeting, Monday,
November 2, 7 p.m.,
Cody EOC.

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE:

Contributions for the
next newsletter are
due to Cheryl Wright
by October 9.

REMINDERS:

Report your volunteer
and continuing
education hours to
Donna Haman.
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For man,
Odds and Ends... autumn is a time
of harvest, of
gathering together.
> B ' For nature, it is a time
of sowing, of scattering
" # # $ abroad.
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Eooking Ahead

Submitted by Rita Lewis

lant an amaryllis by the calendar for
blooms by Christmas time.

Count backwards seven weeks from the date
you want the blooms to
appear, then plant the bulb
on that date.

Place the pot on a sunny windowsill
in a warm room. Move it away from
the window glass in the evenings.
Growth will be slower in a cool, dim

room. Water regularly and give the
pot a quarter turn every few days
to encourage stems.




Drait Minutes of the September General Meeting of PCMG
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Southern Shooting Star
By Rita Lewis

(Dodecatheon radictum) Primrose family
Height 6 — 12 inches

Flower: White, pink to purple with five petals that flare back. The
conspicuous, reddish tips of the stamens form a tight cone which
points downward.

Leaves: Flat, spoon-shaped leaves that grow in rosettes at the
base of the plant.

There are more than 15 species of shooting stars in temperate
North America, ranging from Alaska to Georgia. This herbaceous
perennial is considered native to mountain areas. The plant can
be found in open, dry woods or mountain prairies. In the Black
Hills, they grow in the marshy soil along streams.

The plant blooms in early May. Photo by Nancy McClure

Shooting stars are perennials. The flower stalk curves so that the flowers nod when they are in bloom.
Following pollination, the ovary grows into a brown paper-thin fruit. The unusual shape of the petals
and stems gave the plant its common name, shooting star. The name “prairie pointer” was given to the
plant by early settlers during a time when prairies and plant were more common.

The last species catalogued, Dodecatheon frenchi is named after botany professor George Hazen
French, who discovered the plant in 1871. The plant grows under a drip line of sandstone ledges where
the sandy soil stays moist during its growing season. The entire growth area is 10 miles wide and
called Shawnee Town Ridge. The plant is white and smaller than the mountain species and has twice
as many chromosomes as the common species.
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Report from the Powell Cooperative Extension Office

By Joyce Johnston & Ann Hinckley C 0
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Calendar of Events
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Lettuce ~ Lactucce ~ Roman for “milky sap”

By Rita Lewis
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Brown Bag Seminars

Gathering

He clasps the nodding chamomile like a king’s nosegay,
Worthy of the garnering
And smiles on the lamb’s-ears
In anticipation of their wooliness.

We take the path of worn brick, sunk in moss
And wander through long years of monkish endeavors:
Here, chives, purple-topped;

Here, Ophelia’s rue, soon to be studded with yellow crosses.
Remembering, | kneel for parsley and a sprig of lovage
For tonight’s stewpot.

"Lovage" is breathed aloud, and
When he looks my way,

"Lovage," | echo. "Lovage...with you, always.
"Lovage, not borage. Never borage."

A solemn twinkle for reward,

An encircling arm, and from nowhere
a chaplet of lemony melissa
settles on my hair.

I look a question. “A token of my lovage,” says he
As his arm tightens, just a little.

...Irma Souveroff
Submitted by Ann Hinckley
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